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AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION, EFFECTS OF FUNDING CUTS 
Statement by Member for Roleystone 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Roleystone) [12.50 pm]:  I recently received letters from Lyndon Bailey, Dylan 
Patterson, Ricki Bugbird and Codi Mullen, who are students at Bramfield Park Primary School in Maddington.  
Lyndon, Dylan, Ricki and Codi obviously understand the roles of commonwealth, state and local government, 
because they recognised in their letters that Australian Broadcasting Corporation funding is a commonwealth 
responsibility.  Regardless, I was very pleased that they wrote to me as their local member of State Parliament to 
tell me that they were very upset that funding cuts to the ABC threatened the future of Behind the News on ABC 
television.  Behind the News is shown very school week Tuesday at 11.30 am and repeated at 11.05 am the 
following day.  It is a 25-minute, fast-paced current affairs program aimed at upper primary and lower secondary 
school students.  The Parliamentary Library provided me with a tape of a recent edition that covered the week’s 
news, including the Solomon Islands, Iraq, the jailing of Pauline Hanson and the bad sportsmanship of Jon 
Drummond in Paris.  Behind the News integrates news and background information in a way that interests, 
informs and educates.  For example, the news of oilwells burning in Iraq and an oil tanker spillage was followed 
with a description of how crude oil is processed into petrol, diesel fuel and bitumen.  The news provided an 
opportunity for a science lesson.  The language, graphics, music and video are all suited to children and the show 
handles complex issues in a learner-friendly, understandable manner.  I agree with Lyndon, Dylan, Ricki and 
Codi, and I will be writing to the Prime Minister asking him to save Behind the News and properly fund the 
ABC.  
 


